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IS CHANGING

SURTISUNNI VOHRA ENDOGAMOUS GROUP

-ISMAILAHMED LAMBAT,
MANCHESTER (0161) 2321876

Historically speaking our SURTI SUNNI
VOHRA endogamous group was never
composed of a single group of homogenous
persons. Our observations, if we tried to take
an interest in the composition of our members
will soon reveal, irrespective of where we
live that our endogamous group is made up
of persons from various backgrounds. It is
not difficult to notice that some of our
members are quite tall and others are not so
tall. There are those with lighter skins and
others are quite dark. Some of our members
are of a big build and others are not. Some
have long pointed noses and others do not
have such noses. Our eye colours are also
different. We have those with black, brown,
and blue eyes. The variety of people we have
as members of our endogamous community
shows that we the SURTI SUNNI VOHRA
endogamous group came to be made up of
people from different caste and sub-caste
groups and people from different races.
Though we SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS had
no written constitution to tell us whom we
could marry or not marry endogamy was
practiced by all. It was passed on from
oeneration to generation through its male
members and all endogamous group
members accepted the practice and stayed
with in their endogamous group. The
practice of endogamy helped us have our
own 1dentity and pass on the identity to future
generations. Sometimes the unwritten rules
of marrying only within our endogamous
were broken. Sometimes love affairs and

elopements played their roles in helping to
bring women from other endogamous groups
into our VOHRA endogamous group. Such
women and their children became part of]
our endogamous group. We very rarely come
across instances where Vohra women joined
other endogamous groups. There were also
instances where VOHRA men who for
economic or social reasons could not find
wives from our VOHRA endogamous or
from other Muslim endogamous groups
sometimes sought wives from non-Muslim,
usually from tribal communities who were
willing to give their daughters in marriage.
The migration of our men to other countries
helped add more variety to the looks and
build of our members. Depending on where
our men migrated to, few of them helped
bring Burmese, African and European looks
to our endogamous group. Whilst these
changes in our people were not many the
changes have remained noticeable. The
changes in our people’s physical
appearances, looks, skin and eye colours
are now undergoing many changes and the
changes are taking place with some speed.
Our observations of our people in a middle-
sized British city helped us see how our
young people, both males and females were
marrying those of their choice. This inter-
mixing will add to difficulties of
1dentification and acceptance by our
VOHRAS if those entering such unions
decide to stay close to our endogamous
group.
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Marrying someone of one’s choice is not
only confined to the city we referred to. It is
or has become common among our
'VOHRAS right across the United Kingdom
and in other countries where our members
have settled, and we feel this practice will
soon reach our villages. If what is happening
now goes on, in years to come, we feel we
will not have a SURTI SUNNI VOHRA
endogamous group.
We feel and our readers will agree with us
that the thinking of most of our younger
persons has undergone changes. Most of our
young persons now think like the young
persons from the West. Religion and/or our
'VOHRA culture no longer play their parts
in most of our younger persons’ thinking.
'Young persons now expect their parents and
others from their endogamous group to go
along with their type of thinking.
'We feel, and our readers will agree with us
that we SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS as parents
and as an endogamous group paid no or little
attention to helping our children to learn
about our endogamous group and our culture.
We took it for granted that our younger
persons will learn about the expectations of
their parents and their endogamous group. It
1s also sad that the efforts we have made
and continue to make to make available the
provision of religious education and
religious awareness through bayaans,
madressas, dar-ul-ulooms, through the
efforts of the ulema, huffaz, masajid and
tabligh work has not greatly helped shape
our younger persons’ thinking and practices
as Muslims and as members of an
endogamous group. i

FROM THE WAY OF SUFI

THE UNITY OF KNOWLEDGE
What I have learned as a Sufi is something that man
cannot credit because of what he has already been
taught. The easiest thing to in grasp in Sufism is
one of the most difficult for the ordinary thinker. It
is this: All religious presentations are varieties of
one truth, more or less distorted. This truth
manifests itself in various peoples, who become
jealous of it, not realizing that its manifestation
accords with their needs. It cannot be passed on in
the same form because of the difference in the minds
of different communities. It cannot be reinterpreted,
because it must grow afresh.
It is presented afresh only by those who can actually
experience it in every form, religious and otherwise,
of man,
This experience is quite different from what people
take it to be. The person who simply thinks that this
must be true as a matter of logic is not the same as
the person who experiences that it is true.
- Khwaja Salahudin of Bokhara
WHAT SUFISM TEACHES
Sufism teaches how to purify one’s self, improve one’s
morals and build up one’s inner and outer life in order
to attain perpetual bliss. Its subject matter is the
purification of the soul and its end or aim is the
attainment of eternal felicity and blessedness.
- Sheikh el-Islam Zakaria Ansari
CHOOSING
*Choosing’ (Istifa) is the emptying of the heart of
all things other than the search for completion.
This resembles visualization that the body is
empty, and that all thoughts have left it for a
moment, during which time the true thoughts flood in.
- Hujwiri
THE WAY IN WHICH THEY BRING THEIR
TEACHING
Do not expect the way in which they bring their
teaching to be wholly within your ordinary way of
understanding. A pearl may be carried in a leather
purse. Theignorant cry out: ‘This Square objects with
a flap does not look like the necklace which has been
described to me.’
- Arif Yahya
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You Can Make Your Donation To The Following Bank Account

DONORS FROM ABROAD

THE SURATEE SUNNI VOHRA MUSLIM EDUCATION SOCIETY
STATE BANK OF INDIA

ACCOUNT NO : (FCRA - SAVINGS BANK A/C.) 40159386675

BRANCH CODE : 00691

IFS CODE : SBIN0000691

BANK SWIFT CODE : SBININBB104

BANK ADDRESS : FCRA Cell, 4th Floor, State Bank of India,
New Delhi Main Branch -11, Sansad Marg, New Delhi-110001
(INDIA).

FOR DONORS FROM INDIA

THE SURATEE SUNNI VOHRA MUSLIM EDUCATION SOCIETY
UNION BANK OF INDIA
ACCOUNT NO : (CURRENT ACCOUNT) 311301010030025 IFS CODE : UBIN0531138
BANK ADDRESS : Unapani Road, Station Road Branch, Surat-3
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